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By  Thomas A. Padalino,  

Principal  

I am pleased to announce that 

our school has just been named 

a Micro Society Magnet School 

Showcase Site for 2009-2010!  

This is wonderful news for our 

school and our community.  

Since its inception at Thoreau, 

Micro Society has been a pow-

erful model for us to provide to 

our students.  The model is a 

real world example of how to 

make learning realistic, exciting 

and motivating for children.  

This award comes to us from 

the national office located in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

Thoreau Demonstration Acad-

emy has earned its share of 

awards and now the national or-

ganization overseeing the pro-

gram has chosen to designate our 

school as a showcase school for 

other interested schools to visit 

and to learn from.  On behalf of 

the faculty and staff at Thoreau, I 

would like to state that we are 

very pleased to once again be 

recognized as a leader in the 

movement to providing a twenty-

first century education.  Micro 

Society is a wonderful program 

that transforms a school into a 

real world marketplace for stu-

dents on a daily basis.  It is cer-

tainly a program that motivates 

students to perform at their per-

sonal best.  As of this week, stu-

dents have been trained in our 

operating procedures, have at-

tended a special workshop 

hosted by the Tulsa City-County 

Health Department on proper 

food handling and storage tech-

niques, developed a resume to use 

in their personal interviews in 

their job search, attended a job 

fair, written thank you notes to 

prospective employers, and re-

ceived training on how to write 

checks, the function of banks, the 

responsibilities of being an entre-

preneur, and a host of other valu-

able life skills that are required 

learning in our school.  And, the 

kids and the teachers have accom-

plished all this in just three weeks 

of Micro!  On top of that, we all 

had a lot of fun in the journey.  

We are all looking forward to a 

fantastic year of completing the 

business of running a Micro Soci-

ety and having schools from 

across the country visit our site 

for their own professional devel-

opment.  Please keep in mind our 

school website for more informa-

tion about our programs, 

WWW.THOREAUPTSA.ORG .  

Thoreau Named  

National Model  

ñIt is certainly a program that motivates 

students to perform at their personal best.ò  

http://WWW.THOREAUPTSA.ORG
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By Keith Ballard, Tulsa Public School Superintendant 
 

Thoreau Demonstration Academyôs MicroSociety has earned its share of awards and now 

the national organization overseeing the program has designated Thoreau as a model for 

other schools by declaring it a MicroSociety Magnet School Showcase Site for 2009-2010. 

 

ñThe faculty and staff at Thoreau are very pleased to once again be recognized as a 

leader in the movement to providing a twenty-first century education,ò said Tom 

Padalino, Thoreauôs principal.  ñMicroSociety is a wonderful program that transforms a 

school into a real world marketplace for students on a daily basis.  It certainly is a very 

powerful and motivating experience that gets kids committed to performing at their per-

sonal best.ò 

 

The MicroSociety program gives students their own little world, complete with a consti-

tution, legal system, elected officials, an economy and even a television studio. 


