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     I ran across some interest-

ing reading recently that is 

pertinent to many families 

who are anticipating the mid-

dle school years for their chil-

dren. I wanted to provide our 

families with a copy of this 

article so that they can assist 

their children in preparing for 

the wonderful middle years 

that await them.  

     Also, coming in August 

we will be hosting Timber-

wolf Training Camp.  Timber-

wolf Training Camp is held 

for all incoming 6th grade 

students and is the time when 

the students receive their 

schedules for the fall. Stu-

dents also will meet their new 

teachers, be assigned a locker, 

receive their textbooks, par-

ticipate in team building     

activities, and become famil-

iar with the facility. Both of 

these activities are very im-

portant for your children to 

attend to ensure they start 

their middle school years 

with the proper information 

HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD GET 

READY FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL?  

By Tom Padalino  

Principal  

and skills. The following 

steps are from an article enti-

tled  

ñPositive Ways to Help Your 

Child Enter Middle School.ò  

The steps are: 

1) Start talking about the dif-

ferences between elementary 

and middle school early. 

2) Give your child more re-

sponsibilities for decision-

making tasks at home in 

preparation for increased 

deadlines in middle school. 

3) Supplement schoolwork 

with additional reading and 

writing projects at home in 

readiness for lengthier school 

assignments (Our summer 

reading list is an appropriate 

resource for this.) 

4) Talk about the responsibili-

ties of changing teachers and 

rooms throughout the day. 

5) Help your child understand 

that students have to adapt to 

different teachers. 

6) Visit the middle school 

several times together to help 

your teen become comfort-

able with the changes from 

his or her current school. 

7) Attend all new school ori-

entations. Make the transition 

seem like an adventure and a 

step forward in your young-

sterôs education. 

8) Find out who your childôs 

teachers will be and see if 

you can make appointments 

to meet them prior to the new 

year. 

9) Make a list together of 

your childôs expectations for 

middle school. Make a plan 

to ensure that the expecta-

tions are met. 
 

 
Timberwolf  Training Camp  Coming in  

August  
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Thoreau sweeps Art Show  
 

The 29th Annual Tulsa Public School District Art show was held at Fulton Professional Develop-

ment Center. An array of winners came from Thoreauôs 6th and 7th grade student body.   

 

The following students displayed their creative talent: Giselle Fuselier, Nichole Gage, Derrick 

Bryan, Patrick Vandusen, Anna Love, Chloe Wade, Owen Hopkins, Aubrey Harvison, Katlyn Ed, 

Brittany Adkison, Morgan Sipes, Aleta Surratt, Janese Rocha, Amira Esquinca, Ambresia Faulk, 

Hannah Roffers, Mia Dickson, Jordan Ballard, Devin Dennis, Jessica Bollinger, Tori Jones, Diana 

Rodriquez, Audrey Still, Lindsey Ayers, Devin Fulton, Rachael Stevens, Aynsli Hammer, Aleca 

Hammer and Michelle Saldivar. 

 

The Levit Art show winners are 7th grader, Macy Hair who took first place in the area of Drawing 

and Painting and Nichole Gage who took second place in the same category.  Giselle Fuselier won 

first place in Mixed Media. David Molina, 6th grader, took first and Derrick Bryan, 7th grader,  

won third place in Three-dimensional Sculpture. 

 

Congratulations to all who participated!  

Winners from left to right: David Molina, Nichole Gage,  

Derrick Bryan, Giselle Fusilier, Macy Hair 
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The Birds!  

Asaka, Agwe, Erzulie, Papa Ge  

Daniel and  
his Father  

Take a Bow  

Mama Euralie  

Daniel and TiMoune  

The Directors  

TiMouneõs Dance 

Stage Crew  

A Tree!  

Daniel and TiMoune  

The Breezes!  

Discovering Daniel  

Tonton and Mama  

The Frogs!  Storytellers 1 -3  
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8th Grade Students Plan and Implement 8th Grade Day 
Project Management for Youth, sponsored by PMI-Tulsa, has been leading a group of Thoreau stu-

dent leaders in the application of Project Management methodologies. While 8th Grade Day is a full 

day event, the students have planned the activities post ceremony and reception which will run 

from 11:30 to 3:30.  The activities include several inflatables, a DJ, food and beverages, etc. all 

based on feedback provided in a survey of the 8th Grade student body.  Additionally, the design for 

this yearôs 8th Grade t-shirt and the 8th Grade Class gift came out of the work being doing by the 

student Project Managers.  These students have learned the importance of creating a scope state-

ment to drive the direction of the project, identifying key stakeholders, evaluating potential risks, 

establishing vendor selection criteria, and communicating project status, led by the president of 

PMI, Kris Reynolds..   The group of ten 8th grade students was chosen for their leadership skills by 

the 8th grade teachers and administration.  They meet every Friday during extended day.   

     8th Grade Promotion 
           May 28, 2010        9:15 a.m. 

    Thoreau Demonstration Academyõs Auditorium 

        Reception following 

8th Grade Picnic at  

Leake Park 
  Pizza, Popcorn, Snow Cones, Inflatables,  

  Water Games, DJð following promotion 
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French Corner 
 We are approaching the end of another school year and reluctantly bidding farewell to the 

8th grade Immersion class after a long bonding period of three years. 

It is with great pride that we announce the following achievements: 

8th graders Erin Chandler, Zoe Curren, Emily Heinen and Farah Naqvi placed in French II 

pre-AP after taking a French placement test at Booker T. Washington. 

The remaining students who chose different high schools will be placed in French II or 

higher depending on their schoolôs program. As for the results of 2010 National French Test, 

we are proud to announce that eleven French Immersion students placed in the top 10 in the 

nation. These students scored in the 90th percentile and higher. Thoreau chooses to let stu-

dents compete one level higher than required for the simple reason of allowing 6th graders to 

take the test as well. 100,161 students nationwide enrolled in ñ2010 Concoursò. 

 

Thoreau studentsô names and ranks are:  

6th grade       7th grade 

Taylor Potts 2nd          Adrienne Burgard 6th  Cora Hasegawa 7th        Morgan Smith 7th 

Grace Elbon 4th               Vanessa Smith 8th  Isaiah Lee 9th                 Leo Burgard 10th 
Sheridan Nolan 5th 

 

8th grade 

Erin Chandler 4 th    Farah Naqvi 8th 

 

Félicitations et bonnes  

vacances! 

Former Thoreau Students Inducted  
to NHS at BTW  

 
4 Maegan Burkhart    
4 Campbell Ernst  
4 Sage Harper   
4 Lindsey Johnson  
4 Hannah McKenzie   
4 Lydia Nathan  
4 Anna Rohweder  
4 Brandon Sibala    
4 Steven (Gabe) Smith  
4 Ian Sowle    
4 Will Tracy    

Ali Peter , Madison Warren,  Jenna Staggs  
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Christian Moody, a Thoreau 7th grader, wrestles for the Cardinal Wres-

tling Club out of Collinsville, Oklahoma.  He had two goals in mind 

this year -  To win his 3rd OKWA state title and to place in the top 6 at a 

national tournament.  Amazingly, Christian reached both goals.   

 

Not only did he win State and place in the top 6 of a national tourna-

ment, he won 3 of the largest and toughest tournaments in the nation 

and is ranked #1 in the nation at his weight. 

 

Christian is now a 3x OKWA State Champion, the 2010 All-State Jr. 

High Champion, the Cliff Keen Kick-Off Nationals Champion, the 

Cliff Keen Tulsa Nationals Champion, the Cliff Keen Reno Worlds Champion, and 2010 Trinity Award 

winner.  The Trinity Award is an award given only to those wrestlers that win all 3 National Titles in the 

same year.  (Approximately only 15-20 wrestlers a year win the Trinity Award-it is quite an accomplish-

ment for any wrestler.)  Christian also received the Oklahoma Youth Wrestling Academic All-State 

Award this year for maintaining a 4.0 GPA in addition to his wrestling titles.  The best award came 

when he made the 2010 World All-Star Team after winning the Trinity Award.  

I am Ben Wilborn.  I participated in the Annual 

Speech Arts Festival for Tulsa Public Schools.  I 

have participated in this festival for four years and 

have won many awards; four first place plaques for 

poetry and one third place for retold story. 

 

This year I memorized Paul Revereôs Ride and re-

cited it before a set of judges and won first place in 

the 6thð8th grade division. 

 

Through all these years of performing, I kept one 

word inside my head: experience.  I enter these com-

petitions for two reasons.  One is to grow in my ex-

perience.  Two is to represent my schools.  My ad-

vice for performing is to follow these steps; be 

steady, be loud, be clear.  I followed these steps and 

all of a sudden I saw a first place trophy in my hands.  

I am Ben Wilborn and I am representing Thoreau 

Demonstration Academy.   


